The Wisdom of following Foolishly
Matthew 5: 1-12 and Genesis 12:10-20

Abraham's story reveals a profound truth about God's blessings. When Abraham entered Egypt, fear
drove him to pretend Sarah was his sister rather than his wife, hoping to save his own skin. Pharaoh
rewarded him with livestock, gold, and wealth, but this wasn't God's blessing. It was the fruit of
Abraham's manipulation and failure. The cattle and gold are long gone, scattered to dust over
millennia. The true blessing God was offering Abraham had nothing to do with material wealth. God
wanted Abraham to know Him, to walk with a faithful God who could be trusted even in the most
vulnerable, terrifying moments. Over the course of a century, Abraham slowly learned this lesson.
By the time God asked him to sacrifice Isaac, Abraham had been stripped of his ability to
manipulate outcomes. He could only trust, and in that radical dependence, he finally grasped what
God had been offering all along: not riches, but relationship.

Jesus comes preaching this same upside-down Kingdom in the Beatitudes. Blessed are the poorin
spirit, the mourning, the meek, the persecuted. These don't sound like blessings by worldly
standards. Against the backdrop of conflict and violence (imagine the chaos in Minneapolis or any
place where anger and hatred rage) Jesus declares that peacemakers are blessed, that those who
hunger for righteousness will be filled, that the merciful will receive mercy. This is the way of the
cross, the path Jesus walked and calls us to follow. It requires sitting on our hands when we want to
fight back, choosing vulnerability when we want to protect ourselves, trusting God when every
human instinct screams to take control.

In Hierapolis, Turkey, Philip the Apostle was martyred for this gospel, hung upside down by iron
hooks through his ankles at the city gate. When his daughters were brought out and tortured before
him, offered the chance to save them by recanting his faith, they begged him not to deny Christ.
"Don'tyou dare," they said. "This gospel is too beautiful. Don't you dare turn your back on this."
What kind of faith produces that response? Not one built on coercion or force, but one that has
seen Jesus clearly, His way of peace, His sacrificial love, His power revealed in weakness.

Paul reminds us that the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us it
is the power of God. God chooses the foolish things to shame the wise, the weak things to shame
the strong. The challenge is to write these truths on our hearts, (the Beatitudes, the way of the
cross), so deeply that when the moment comes to respond to hatred with love, to violence with
peace, to manipulation with trust, we're ready. Do we want to be blessed? Do we want to be called
children of God? It's a costly thing, but it's beautiful. There's only one way into it: the path of faith,
trust, and belief that God's plan will work even when choosing His way looks like certain defeat.



Discussion Questions

1.

Abraham's Story (Genesis 12-13): Abraham's attempted to protect
himself by claiming Sarah was his sister. What are some ways we tend
to manipulate circumstances rather than trust God? What was the true
blessing God was offering Abraham beyond material wealth?

. The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12): Why does Jesus call the poorin

spirit, the mourning, and the persecuted "blessed"? How does this
challenge our cultural understanding of what it means to be blessed or
successful?

. Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22): What enabled Abraham to finally

trust God enough to obey the command to sacrifice Isaac? How did a
century of following God transform him from someone who schemed
his way through Egypt to someone who could walk in radical faith?

The Cross as Foolishness (1 Corinthians 1:18-31): Paul says "the
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God." In what ways does
following Jesus's way of peace and meekness feel foolish in our current
cultural moment?

. Persecution and Response (Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Corinthians 1:27-28):

Jesus says to "rejoice and be glad" when persecuted, and Paul says
"God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong." How do
Philip's martyrdom and his daughters' response exemplify this upside-
down Kingdom? What would it look like for us to respond to conflict and
opposition with Christ's meekness rather than the world's methods?



